Petition sustained

DISCIPLINARY PROCESS
FLOWCHART OF PROCESS

Statement of alleged offense filed with the Clerk of
Session (for church member) or Stated Clerk for a
minister or CLP

Immediately if sexual abuse of minor or one

L

ASAP

incapable of consent

IC gives accused a
copy of statement
of alleged offense

PJC Moderator appoints 2 reps. To
decide if paid administrative leave
is called for

Reported to governing body and Investigating Committee
(IC) named. A presbytery may provide for the IC to be

created by rule.

Max 1 year

v

IC gives accuser
statement of IC’s
procedure

charges will be

IC makes a thorough inquiry
into the facts and

Before filing charges,

[Accused informed in writing
of charges, facts to be

circumstances of the alleged | Charges to
offense and decides whether

Be filed
filed

—>

IC may initiate AFR
process and inform
governing body

proved, and censure it will

yes

recommend. Ask if
accused wishes to plead
guilty to avoid full trial

No charges filed

Accuser may
petition Session or
PJC to review IC
decision not to file

Y

Stated Clerk that no|

Withij 30 days

Present written
report to clerk or

charges are to be
filed and notify
accuser of same

IC submits a written
response to petition

Within
90 days

Designated
members of
Session or PJC

review petition and
response and
decide

_

v

Session decides
whether to try case
or refer to

presbytery

Session tries case

\_nvo

Charges are filed
with Clerk of
Session or Stated
Clerk and are
forwarded to
Session or PJC

:

P

Session references

>

Pretrial Conference

Matter completed
Case Closed

Petition

Not sustained

Presbytery tries case

Not guilty

Y

Written decision is
filed with the Clerk
of Session or
Stated Clerk for
report to the
governing body and
to all parties

Trial held

Guilty\_v

Session or PJC
may hear evidence
concerning degree

of censure

Accused may
petition for a review
of the IC’s
procedures

30 days

Hearing on review
petition

-

:

Decision is written
and
Censure imposed




